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occupy a strip of country from the   Gumal   to   the

Kohat border*   They are the gate-keepers of the Derajat/

Under the National Government they may live up to

their responsibilities.   In winter the Wazir clans move

from the high ranges to the open country,    Thus they

are exposed to reprisals from the British forces.   But

this action  is less easy  now  than it was a generation

ago.   These days the Wazirs possess a large number of

weapons of precision, and this tells even on the courage

of trained soldiers.    The British border authorities have

pften to take in hand the redress of British  subjects for

outrage by  Wazir clans.    In the eighties the Afghan

authorities decided to occupy salient points in Waziris-

tan.   They were forestalled by the British authorities

,who hastily seized Jandola and  pushed out an Afghan

post.   The Amir saw   that further attempts would be

futile*

The North'West ^Frontier has long formed a part of
the Afghan Kingdom. It was united by sentiment and
loyalty as well as by race. The national spirit is deeply
strong in the Pathan. The British hierarchy cannot
wean him from nationalism. He is apt to fall foul of
the British on flimsiest grounds. At the outset the
order was soon restored* The system held good during
the Mutiny. After that the service was undermanned.
The officers had little time to get into touch with the
border tribes. The British judicial system with its tribe
of lawyers was utterly unsuited to the tribesmen. The
vendetta stained the province with blood. It was next
Co impossible to secure a conviction. Serious crimes
went mostly unpunished* Litigation ted to new riots.
.Murders involved new blood feuds. The rigidity of the
British fioHce wkfeoed the breach, "The tribesman of
-the; Mb regards the British administrative system *^